THE WAGON WHEEL INN* PETERSBURG* ILL, 


THE RUTLEDGE TAVERN 
James Rutledge built the Rutledge Tavern a.' 
in New Salem, probably in the fall of 1828. £ 
As originally erected it contained two large ^ 
log rooms with the attic above. The two frame 2 
rooms on the south were added later either 
by Rutledge or another proprietor of the = 
Tavern. 2 

James Rutledge moved with his family, * 
early in 1833, to a farm at Sandridge. Nelson o 
Alley became the new owner and rented the < 
Tavern to Henry Onstot who occupied it until ” 
1835. Allen occupied it for a year or so and £ 
then rented it to Michael Keltner. 

In 1837 Allen sold the land and cabin to u, 
Jacob Bale and from this time on it ceased S 
to be the Tavern. 

The loft or half story served as a large £ 
bedroom for the men guests. When Lincoln x 
boarded at the Tavern he slept in the loft. 

Historic New Salem State Park is located H - 
near Petersburg on Highways 97 and 123 
about 17 miles northwest of Springfield, Illinois, o 
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